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Executive Director

I am honoured to serve as President of New Direction, the 
political foundation leading the debate on European reform.

2020 marks a decade of ground-breaking research, in 
which the Foundation has shaped not only the political 
discussion in Europe but also the direction of the 
conservative movement around the world. We have 
produced more than two hundred reports and policy briefs, 
and hosted over a hundred conferences and seminars - and 
we have been honoured to have politicians, government 
ministers, advisers, academics, business leaders and 
journalists: participate and contribute.

In the coming years we will continue to offer further ideas 
for European reform and promote our message of change 
rooted in individual freedom and liberty for all Europeans. 
We will continue to champion the goals of the wider 
Conservative family and protect the values set out in the 
Prague and Reykjavik Declaration.

I would like to also pay tribute to New Direction’s Board: 
Rafaele Fitto (Italy), Karol Karski (Poland),  
Ruža Tomašić (Croatia), Valdemar Tomaševski (Lithuania), 
Aguilar Mazaly (Spain), Roberts Zile (Latvia) and  
Angel Dzhambazki (Bulgaria), and of course, none of our 
work would be possible without our effective management 
and secretariat.

On behalf of all the New Direction team, thank you for your 
support and contributions. Our foundation is building the 
intellectual case for a popular Conservative movement, and 
we hope you will join us in our ambitious goal.

Yours truly,

MESSAGE FROM  
THE PRESIDENT

Tomasz Poręba MEP 
Poland 

 
President



Together with our partner,  
Fundación Civismo, we launched 
(Re)Discovering Conservatism,
webcast series that will seek to 
revisit conservative approaches 
to the most pressing policy and 

political issues of our time, in 
Europe and beyond.

newdirection.online/
rediscovering-conservatism



That’s why, we invited James 
Cullimore and Lois Toole to write 
about the history of Conservative 
environmentalism. The challenge 
is too important to leave to the Left 
and is now time for Conservatives 
to reclaim their heritage as the 
original conservationists. We owe 
it to the next next generation to 
step up.

In this edition, we have invited 
the most influential conservative 
experts and reseachers such as 
Ted-Christie Miller who discusses 
how to put nature at the heart of 
the recovery from Covid 19, whilst, 
Dr Ben Cladecott writes about how 
private finance can deliver net zero, 
and Rachel Wolf writes about the 
pro-market case for carbon pricing. 
Royal United Services Institute’s 
Michael Stephen’s pens an article 
about why climate change is the 
greatest security challenge of our 
time, and the Managing Director 
of Iceland about how fragile our 
agricultural sector is. Alex Flint 
writes about why US Republicans 
are waking up the threat of climate 
change and Leo Shanahan 
writes about realising Australia’s 
renewable energy potential.

It’s not all about politics in the 
European Journal. We have an 
essay on the artistic movements 
that died with the spanish flu, and a 
travel guide to Odessa, Cilento and 
Delft. Professor Pogorel discusses, 
the new global audio-visual 
landscape, Dr Jo Twist writes about 
what video gaming and e-sports, 
while Lord Ashcroft discusses how 
we can put a stop to the barbaric 
lion trade. We also have further 
exciting coverage of art, music, 
technology, media, economics, 
sport, travel and lifestyle.

New Direction’s opinion journal that gathers 
the thoughts of world-renowned experts, on 

the crucial issues facing Europe today.

newdirection.online/
the-european-journal

We have published the 
second issue of our flagship 
magazine,  devoted to providing 
Conservative answers to some 
of the greatest challenges we 
face. Policy makers around the 
world will focus on “Building 
Back Better” and it is a crucial 
time to be involved in this 
debate and to shape the nature 
of the recovery. Kickstarting 
our battered economies and 

creating jobs after months of 
rolling lockdowns and social 
distancing, and with Cop26 
taking place later this year, we 
believe, recovery can be married 
with the need to invest in clean 
technologies and natural assets. 
Conservatives in particular, with 
our belief in intergenerational 
equity and our preference for 
market-based solutions, will have 
a critical role to play. 



This year, as part of our project on (Re)Discovering 
Conservatism, we started publishing classic books from 
conservative thinkers with the aim to look for inspiration in 
the heritage of conservative thought. 

BOOKS
newdirection.online/
publications/books



REPORTS
As each year, New Direction 
publishes more than 30 
reports in English, Spanish, 
Polish, Italian and Czech 
covering all issues from 
economics to energy and 
social policy.  

newdirection.online/
publications/reports



newdirection.online

9:00h – 9:15h
Registration

9:15h – 9:30h
Opening Conference Keynote
• Tomasz Poreba MEP – President, New Direction

9:30h – 10:45h
P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N

DIGITAL RULES OF TOMORROW
PANEL KEYNOTE

• Carlos Lugo Silva - Commissioner, Communications  
Regulation Commission, Colombia

MODERATOR

• Alexandros Koronakis – Editor & CEO of New Europe

PANELISTS

• Andres Michelena – Minister of Telecommunications  
and Information Society, Ecuador

• Robert Gerber – Political and Econimic Counselor,  
US Embassy Reykjavik

10:45h – 12:00h
P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N

DIGITAL TAXES, IP, AND CONTENT  
How the right regulations help  
attract global investment
PANEL KEYNOTE

• Moises Moreira - Commissioner of ANATEL National 
Telecommunications Company, Brazil

MODERATOR

• Jose Ramon Garcia Hernandez – Former Member of  
the Congress of Deputies of Spain

PANELISTS

• Dr. Marta Cantero Gamito – Assistant Professor of  
Law at CUNEF

• Sergio Sa Leitao – Secratary of Culture and Creative  
Economy of the State of Sao Paulo

• Alexandru Nazare – Secretary of State for Digital, Romania

• Daniel Lacalle – Chief Economist, Tressis

12:00h – 12:15h
Break / Networking

12:15h – 1:00h
F I R E S I D E  C H A T

FUTURE OF A CONNECTED WORLD
MODERATOR

• Isabelle Mauro - Head of Telecommunications,  
World Economic Forum

PANELISTS

• Karim Lesina – Senior Vice President International  
External and Regulatory Affairs AT&T

• Enrique Medina Malo – Chief Policy Officer, Telefonica

1:00h – 2:15h
P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N

GLOBAL ECONOMIC IMPACT OF  
BREXIT AND TRADE RELATIONS 
Thoughts on the UK/EU Negotitations
PANEL KEYNOTE

• James Wharton – Former UK Development Minister

MODERATOR

• Mehreen Khan – FT Europe Correspondent

PANELISTS

• Lord Martin Callanan – Brexit Minister, UK

• Marta Blanco – President of CEOE International

• Duke Buchanan III – US Ambassador to Spain (tbc)

2:15h – 2:30h
Closing Conference Keynote
• Hernan Lombardi – Former Minister of  

Public Media and Content, Argentina (tbc)

2:30h – 3:30h
 Networking Lunch

Auditorio Rafael del Pino
Calle Rafaeul Calvo, 39A, 28010, Madrid, Spain
www.laconvencionazul.com



New Direction promotes its ideas with a number of unique initiatives.  
We have done this by launching the following:

THINK TANK CENTRAL
New Direction gathers bi-annually leading 
conservative and libertarian think-tanks.

LA CONVENCIÓN AZUL
Pre-eminent free market forum brings together 
the foremost free market advocates and 
thought-leaders from business, government, 
academia and the not-for-profit sector in order 
to shape the debate on global growth.

THE ANNUAL MARGARET 
THATCHER DINNER
New Direction’s annual dinner is held in the  
honour and memory of our founding patron, 
Baroness Thatcher. 

ACADEMIES & UNIVERSITIES
New Direction is investing in Europe’s next generation by training young academics 
in strategic leadership, research techniques and effective communications.

INITIATIVES

THE EUROPEAN JOURNAL
New Direction’s opinion journal that is devoted to 
fresh thinking on the big subjects, by some of the 
finest writers at work today. 

(RE)DISCOVERING 
CONSERVATISM
Webcast series that will seek to revisit 
conservative approaches to the most 
pressing policy and political issues of our 
time, in Europe and beyond. 

WESTERN BALKANS SUMMIT
New Direction hosts annually its Western Balkans Summit 
bringing together politicians and experts from countries 
across the EU and the Western Balkans to discuss the 
progress made in recent years, current situation and 
challenges, as well as future priorities of the EU in the 
Western Balkans.



SPONSORSHIP 

New Direction - The Foundation for European Reform is required to do the following:
I. Publish its revenue, expenditure and a statement of its assets and liabilities annually;
II. Declare its sources of funding by providing a list specifying the donors and the donations received from 
each donor exceeding EUR 3000;
III. Refuse anonymous donations or contributions; donations exceeding EUR 18,000 per year and per donor; 
donations from the budgets of political groups in the European Parliament; donations from any public authority 
from a Member State or a third country, or from any undertaking over which such a public authority may 
exercise, directly or indirectly, a dominant influence by virtue of its ownership of it, its financial participation 
therein, or the rules which govern it; or donations from any private entities based in a third country or from 
individuals from a third country who are not entitled to vote in elections to the European Parliament.
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ACCOUNT HOLDER NAME: 

New Direction Foundation
BANK NAME: KBC Bank Brussel-Schuman
ACCOUNT HOLDER ADDRESS: 

Rue du Trône 4, 1000 Bruxelles, Belgium
BANK ADDRESS: 

Robert Schumanplein 4, 1040 Brussels
IBAN: BE04 7310 2605 9831
SWIFT/BIC CODE: KREDBEBB

OUR DETAILS

SIGNATURE

SUPPORT OUR WORK
New Direction is registered in Belgium as a not-for-profit 

organisation and is partly funded by the European Parliament. 

As the leading authority on European Reform, our supporters 
know that their contribution is helping to shape the global 

conversation on the issues that matter.

If you would like to donate or support our fundraising efforts 
please get in touch by emailing contact@newdirection.online, 

or fill in the form opposite. 

STAY INFORMED

Subscribe to our mailing list on  
newdirection.online to receive latest 

news, research and events information.

newdirection.online @europeanreform @europeanreform



newdirection.online @europeanreform @europeanreform


