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I am honoured to serve as President of New 
Direction, the political foundation leading the 
debate on European reform. 

In March 2017, the United Kingdom triggered 
Article 50 following the Brexit vote the previous 
year. Emmanuel Macron defeated Marine Le Pen 
to become France’s youngest president and 
Catolonia’s independence referendum triggered a 
political crisis in Spain.

At Davos, Chinese President, Xi JinPing, championed 
globalisation and likened protectionism to ‘locking 
oneself in a dark room’. Montenegro became the 
29th member of NATO – strengthening the most 
important military alliance. In the Middle East, 
ISIS was driven out of Iraq’s second largest city, 
Mosul, while the the never-ending war in Syria and 
Yemen continued to take the lives of many innocent 
civilians. In Myanmar the most persecuted minority 
in the world – the Rohingya, continued to suffer as 
extremists engaged in ethnic cleansing, mass killings 
and systematic rape and torture. 

In the United States, Donald Trump was 
inaugurated as President and began to champion 
his electoral pledge ‘America First’. He cancelled 
US participation in the Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
withdrew the US from the Paris Climate 
Agreement, recognised Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel and refused to certify Iran’s compliance with 
its nuclear obligations. 

With the global changes that took place in 2017, 
New Direction has firmly anchored itself to be at 
the heart of these issues and political debates. 
Through our high-quality magazines, reports, 
conferences and events we have proposed the 
most innovative ways to fix the international 
problems our world is currently facing. 

We were honoured to have ministers, politicians, 
policy advisers, academics, business leaders and 
the media participate and contribute to our work.

In 2017, we also launched a new initiative: La 
Convención Azul in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The 

forum bought together the foremost free-market 
advocates and thought-leaders from business, 
government, academia and the not-for-profit sector 
from across Europe and the Americas in order to 
shape the debate on how trade and digital economy 
can become the driving force of global growth.

Moreover, thanks to our excellent outreach and 
communications staff, our user-friendly website 
and publications drew tremendous attention and 
brought to the forefront our ideas and policies.

We also welcomed Roberts Zīle MEP (Latvia), 
Amjad Bashir MEP (UK), Jan Zahradil MEP (Czech 
Republic), Daniel Hannan MEP (UK), Ruža Tomašić 
MEP (Croatia) and Valdemar Tomaševski MEP 
(Lithuania) to our board.  

In the coming years we will continue to offer 
ideas for the UK’s departure from the EU, work 
closely with the new administration in the US 
and promote our message of change rooted in 
individual freedom and liberty to all Europeans.

We will also continue to champion the goals of the 
wider ECR family and protect the values set out in 
the Prague and Reykjavik Declaration. 

On behalf of all the New Direction team, thank you 
for your creative support and contributions. Our 
foundation is building the intellectual case for a 
popular movement, and we hope you will join us in 
our ambitious goals. 

Yours truly,
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TO PROMOTE 
A EUROPE OF SOVEREIGN STATES 

 
We believe is in the best interest of the 
European Union to accept that a federal 
Europe is not the desired destiny of all states 
in membership.

New Direction works to promote the 
sovereignty of the nation-state and to ensure 
that all EU decision-making adheres to the 
principle of subsidiarity. 

We believe that serious reform of European 
institutions is long overdue. As an 
organisation, we will do all we can to promote 
and deliver much needed reform.

TO ADVANCE 
CONSERVATIVE VALUES 

 
New Direction draws its inspiration from the 
2009 Prague Declaration, upon which the 
European Conservative and Reformists Group 
in the European Parliament was founded.

We believe in small government, where 
the making of law is open, transparent and 
sensitive to the freedoms of the people.

We believe in the rule of law and recognise 
the role of alliances, such as NATO, in 
maintaining our security.

We are passionate about free trade and 
believe it is the best guarantor of peace.

Through our work we do all we can to 
empower the individual and protect the family.

TO INFLUENCE  
THE DEBATE

 
It is our aim to chart a new direction for 
Europe. We aim to change the top-down 
mindset and encourage bottom-up thinking.

To achieve this we publish policy reports, 
opinion pieces and articles; hold conferences, 
seminars and public events; and engage 
with people who share our values and 
commitments.

We are affiliated with the fastest growing 
political movement – the Alliance of 
Conservatives and Reformists in Europe 
(ACRE).

OUR MISSION



RESEARCH Research is what we do best. We produce high-quality research, 
policy analysis and recommendations on a full range of public 
policy issues that affect the citizens of European countries.

We also conduct a peer review of our work to make sure it 
meets the standards our supporters demand.





EVENTS New Direction hosts a series of lectures, conferences and dinners 
across a broad spectrum of European and transatlantic issues.

REDISCOVERING THE 
ANDALUSIAN ROOTS 
OF THE EUROPEAN 

RENAISSANCE
15th-17th December 2017 • Granada • Spain



INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIONS
In the last few years we have strengthened our outreach programme by working 

with institutes and think-tanks across Europe and the Americas. 

INITIATIVES
New Direction promotes its ideas with a number of unique initiatives. 

We have done this by launching the following:

THINK TANK CENTRAL
New Direction gathers bi-annually leading conservative and libertarian think-tanks.

LA CONVENCIÓN AZUL
New Direction’s pre-eminent free-market forum brings together the foremost free-market 
advocates and thought-leaders from business, government, academia and the not-for-profit 
sector in order to shape the debate on global growth.

THE LIBERTY AWARD
New Direction’s annual award honours people who have rendered 
outstanding services to political culture, freedom and civil society. 

THE ANNUAL MARGARET THATCHER DINNER
New Direction’s annual dinner is held in the honour and memory of our  
founding patron, Baroness Thatcher. 

PORTO 30-09-16 ROME 12-11-16

CAPX
New Direction partners with CapX - a digital service that commissions and 
aggregates the best news on popular capitalism from around the world.



SUPPORT OUR WORK
New Direction is registered in Belgium as a not-for-profit 

organisation and is partly funded by the European Parliament. 

As the leading authority on European Reform, our supporters 
know that their contribution is helping to shape the global 

conversation on the issues that matter.

If you would like to donate or support our fundraising efforts 
please get in touch by emailing contact@europeanreform.org, 

or fill in the form opposite. 

DONATION FORM

New Direction - The Foundation for European Reform is required to do the following:
I. Publish its revenue, expenditure and a statement of its assets and liabilities annually;
II. Declare its sources of funding by providing a list specifying the donors and the donations 
received from each donor exceeding EUR 3000;
III. Refuse anonymous donations or contributions; donations exceeding EUR 18,000 per year 
and per donor; donations from the budgets of political groups in the European Parliament; 
donations from any public authority from a Member State or a third country, or from any 
undertaking over which such a public authority may exercise, directly or indirectly, a dominant 
influence by virtue of its ownership of it, its financial participation therein, or the rules which 
govern it; or donations from any private entities based in a third country or from individuals 
from a third country who are not entitled to vote in elections to the European Parliament.
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FOR EUROPEAN REFORM
Rue du Trône 4, 1000 Bruxelles, Belgium
t: +32 2 808 7847 
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ACCOUNT HOLDER NAME: 

New Direction Foundation
BANK NAME: KBC Bank Brussel-Schuman
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Rue du Trône 4, 1000 Bruxelles, Belgium
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Robert Schumanplein 4, 1040 Brussels
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STAY INFORMED
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Subscribe to our mailing list on 
europeanreform.org to receive latest 

news, research and events information.



www.europeanreform.org
Follow us @europeanreform


